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they put on flesh and became fit to bear again. I cannot vouch
for the truth of this statement. But I see no reason why this prac-
tice should not be generally adopted if the facts are as stated by
Lala Dhanpatrai. Our Shastras certainly have nowhere said that
under no circumstances should the cow not be used for draught
purposes. If we feed the cow properly, tend it carefully and then
use her for drawing carts or working the plough, always taking
care not to tax her beyond her capacity, there can be nothing
wrong in it. ,1 therefore commend the suggestion for consi-
deration and adoption if it is found to be workable. We may
not look down upon a person if he tries to protect the cow in
this manner.

Young India, 29-1-1925

399.   SPEECH AT ALL-INDIA  STATES CONFERENCE,

BELGAUMi

[December 30, 192f\

I am overwhelmed with the affection which is shown to me
by all during the past few days. Today the president of your
Conference in adjourning the address to give me an opportunity
to speak a few words to you has given further proof of it. You
may know that I was born in an Indian village. I know Kathiawar
States. My relations with them are cordial. Though I say little
I am always watching the activities in the Indian States. In my
Presidential Address I have made a reference to the Indian States,
The All Parties Conference that met recently in Bombay has ap-
pointed a committee to draft a scheme of swaraj and in my
address I have outlined my ideas of the coming swaraj. I had t6
condense my ideas in the shortest space possible and so I could
give very few sentences to the Indian States. There are some
vakil friends of mine who have something to say about this re-
ference of mine to the Indian States. They are saying that I have
spoken about the status of Indian princes and chiefs and nothing
about their obligations towards their subjects. But I need not
remind these friends of mine that rights always carry with them
corresponding obligations. In my scheme of Indian swaraj there
is no idea of destroying the States. I Wanted to bring out this

;pjp ; presided over by N. G. Kelkar. As Gandhiji had to leave immediately^
^requested him to say a few words,                                   -  <
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